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1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

It is noted of the Lau reference 6,934,997. It is noted that Lau teaches a damping device 
connected to the upper of a locking means position as shown in Fig. 3 and 4. It is noted that the 
claim recites the damping means floatably disposed between the lower portion of the sliding tube 
and a bottom of the support tube. It is noted that the damping means of Lau is a different 
damping means than the damping means as set forth in the claim. The damping means in Leu is 
meant for moving the handle upward gradually and damply with structures that to be used on the 
inside of the inner tube and not outside of the inner tube notably the sliding portion 1661 cannot 
be used outside of the inner tube because of its interference with the tube itself. Thus to modify 
the damping means of Lau in other references, e.g. Kazmark '615 or Tsai '266 would have been 
impossible. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the 
issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tri M. Mai whose telephone number is (571)272-4541. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am-5 :00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Anthony Stashick can be reached on (571)272-4561 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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